Bark of the Tree

55 00O trees and shrubs already!

Since late March, Friends of |
the Rouge Watershed and our |

partners have helped plant

55,000 native trees and shrubs [

in Rouge Park!

Thanks to a cool, wet spring,
good planning, and the tireless
work of staff, coop students and
thousands of  youth  and
community volunteers, 28 more

hectares of priority Rouge Park |
lands are being restored to their [§

forested heritage.

2011  will be the
productive planting season to
date in the 20 year history of
FRW. To paraphrase FRW
General Manager, Jim Robb,
the native species planted this

most |

FRW tree plantmg W|th students
from Maplewood High School

spring will be Mother Nature’s
colour palette, and with a little
assistance, she will paint a

A National Park in the GTA

With the promise in the Federal
throne speech, the 25 year vision
of Rouge National Park will
finally move forward.

The newly elected Federal

Conservative government,
including  Minister of the
Environment, Peter Kent, has

promised to bring Parks Canada
to the discussion table to create a
Rouge National Park.

This result was made possible
through more than two decades of
hard work by Rouge Park
advocates such as the Honourable
Pauline Browes and M.P. Michael
Chong and a large supporting
cast. Rouge Park is now poised to
become a National Park which is
accessible  to  millions  of
Canadians by public transit.

The expertise of Parks Canada,
earned through decades of
environmental management,
research and protection should
help protect and expand Rouge

Park. In this, their centennial
year, Parks Canada has the
opportunity to begin the
creation of a 100 km? Rouge
Park, through the addition of
2000 hectares of federal land
in north Markham and 3700
hectares in north Pickering.

Existing federal, provincial
and municipal policies support
the creation of forested
corridors to protect the Rouge
River and its tributaries as they
flow from the heights of the
Oak Ridges Moraine, through
the GTA and into Lake
Ontario.

The process could take from
three to five years. FRW will
continue to work with the
communities within the Rouge
Watershed and our many
Rouge Park partners to

“Link the Lake
to the Moraine.”

5 ~§ ; stunning landscape and bring

more life back to the Rouge.
In addition to the trees and

| shrubs, more than 12,000 native

wild-flowers are being planted
in the Rouge. These will be

| joined by 5,000 more trees and .
shrubs planted in fall 2011.

These plants will need

' follow-up care in the first few

years to water them during

| drought and protect them from
| competing  vegetation,
*| and deer browsing and invasive

rodent

species. We need your help, o
so please volunteer to join us
for one of our summer or
fall planting and maintenance
events!

YOU'RE INVITED:

May wildflower planting with Minister Peter Kent and friends

Rouge National Park will improve
quality of life in the GTA by:

reaching out to urban Canadians to nurture a vital part of
our shared Canadian identity: our love of nature

protecting and restoring core habitat areas and ecological
corridors and providing public trails to connect Lake
Ontario and the Waterfront Trail to the Oak Ridges

Moraine and Cross Canada Trail

protecting and expanding a designated area of Canada’s
rare Carolinian Forest Zone, the life zone with the most
endangered species in Canada but the fewest parks.

web: www.frw.ca

email: evelyn@frw.ca or andrew@frw.ca

phone: 416.208.0252



Bark of the Tree

New year, new growth!

The Friends of the Rouge Watershed team has seen some

change in 2011. Long-time friend and FRW powerhouse, Colin
O’Neill, is on an extended leave of absence to live in Whitehorse.
As a testament to his tireless efforts to protect the Rouge
Watershed, FRW has hired two new friends in Colin’s absence.
Evelyn Lurz, Education Coordinator, started in October 2010
after volunteering with FRW and working our 2009 spring

planting contract.

Andrew Farnsworth, Restoration Projects Coordinator, came
to FRW in March 2011 from Trent University, where he studied

physical geography and forest hydrology.

Our new staff, summer crew and our coop and foreign
exchange students provide new direction and energy to our
efforts in the Rouge. So wave hello if you happen to see any of

them; they’re really quite friendly!

FRW staff and summer crew atop Beare Hill(from left):
Brian Shipp, Evelyn Lurz, Jennifer McMartin, Andrew Farnsworth,
Kailey Chislett, Steve Dale and Ryan Peters

Milkweed and the Monarch Butterfly

To Identify Milkweed

Leaves are arranged in an opposite pattern.
The stem and leaves are hairy and both
release a milky sap when broken. The
flowers of the Milkweed are pink to purple
in colour and form a globe-shaped cluster.
The milkweed flowers from June to
August. In the fall season, a curved, horn-
shaped, green-gray seedpod is produced.
Eight to twelve cm long, the seed pod will
open later in the fall season to disperse its
seeds. Milkweed is considered to be toxic.

Interesting Fact: Fluff from the seed
pods is said to be buoyant and was once
used as an alternative stuffing material for
life jackets in World War 11!

My experience with Friends of the Rouge Watershed started as a co-op student in
the fall of 2008. From then on, I volunteered and worked each summer following my
placement. A considerable amount of my time with FRW has been spent with and
around wildflowers. From preparing and planting sites to collecting seed from those
same plants, I have come to know many of the Rouge’s leafy settlers quite personally.

Common milkweed (Asclepias syriaca) was one of the first plants that 1 became
close with during my first few weeks working with FRW. It was prime time for seed
collecting when | started my placement! Common Milkweed was very easy for me to
identify as it had BIG horn-shaped seed pods, and the leaves of the plant were very
fuzzy!

What | find most interesting about wildflowers is how other species interact with
such plants. | would like to share with you what | know about the Common Milkweed
plant and its relationship with the Monarch Butterfly.

The Monarch Connection:

The monarch butterfly (Danaus
plexippus) lays eggs solely on
milkweed plants. Monarch larvae
rely on the milkweed plant as their
only food source, and consuming the
milkweed plant makes it distasteful
to predators. Monarch caterpillars
are banded with black, white and
yellow stripes. The orange and black
pattern of the Monarch Butterfly is a
warning to other animals; like the
saying goes, “You are what you eat!’
as the sap from the milkweed plant
is toxic for other animals to
consume. As the monarch larvae’s
only source of food, the milkweed
plant is essential for the butterfly’s
ability to successfully reproduce.
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